
 

Abington Schools and Historical Milestones 

We thought you’d enjoy reminiscing about some points in history that you may 
have personally experienced…  We’ve specifically included some educational and 
technological milestones for you to remember! 

 

1925 - Thomas Edison predicts that “books will soon be obsolete in schools; scholars will soon be 
instructed through the eye”.  

1935 – President Roosevelt signs the Social Security Act 

1937 - Frolio School opens as the new Abington High School 

1939 -  Center School and North School open for classes; both buildings were constructed with federal 
WPA funds to provide jobs after the Great Depression 

1939 – RCA begins selling the first television sets in America 

1940 – Early mimeograph machines begin to be used in offices and schools 

1941 – Japanese forces attack Pearl Harbor, drawing the United States into World War II 

1945 – U.S. drops atomic bombs on Japan, effectively ending World War II 

1945 – The first ballpoint pens went on sale in New York City for $9.75 each 

1952 – Abington opens a school building on Ralph Hamlin Lane (off Washington Street), which is now 
called the “Beaver Brook Elementary School” 

1953 – Korean War ends after 3 years of fighting 

1954 – U.S. Supreme Court rules that segregation of public schools is unconstitutional 

1958 -  Abington’s Woodsdale School opens for classes 

1958 – First used by the military, overhead projectors begin to be introduced into US classrooms 

1959 – Xerox introduces a photocopy machine, which gradually replaced carbon paper and mimeograph 
machines 

1961 – Microfiche is patented and is used to store images on miniature film sheets 

1962 – The Town of Abington celebrates its 250th anniversary 

1963 -  The current Abington High School building opens for classes on what is now Gliniewicz Way 

1963 – President John F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas 



1964 – Abington builds a new Fire Station on Route 18 and a central Police Station on Central Street 

1965 – First US combat troops arrive in Vietnam  

1967 – Texas Instruments develops the first handheld calculator 

1968 – Island Grove swimming pool opens for the first time for residents and guests to enjoy 

1969 – Man lands on the moon for the first time 

1969 – Sesame Street debuts on public television 

1971 – Sony sells the first video cassette recorder, popularly known as a VCR  

1973 – Vietnam War officially ends; all troops evacuated in 1975 after the fall of Saigon  

1976 – Abington celebrates the bicentennial of the United States 

1977 – Apple introduces the first personal computer (Apple II) to be successfully mass-produced 

1981 – The IBM PC (personal computer) is introduced 

1983 – Cable television first becomes available in Abington homes 

1984 – Apple introduces the MacIntosh computer  

1985 – Microsoft Windows, America Online and Nintendo are all introduced to the world 

1991 – The World Wide Web (WWW) was made available to the public for the first time 

1991 – Early versions of interactive whiteboards were developed for later use in classrooms 

1997 – A new internet search engine called “Google” was launched; Abington’s new Town Offices and 
Public Library are opened at the end of Gliniewicz Way 

1998 – SmartBoards are introduced for use in businesses and schools 

2004 – Podcasts begin to grow in popularity for entertainment and educational use 

2008 – Abington’s new Senior Center opens on Summer Street; Abington’s new Police Station opens on 
Central Street 

2010 – Apple introduces the IPad , the first popular tablet computer  

2012 – The residents of Abington celebrate the town’s 300th Anniversary 

2014 – Abington voters will be asked to vote whether to accept $50 million in state school construction 
grant money and borrow the $46 million balance in order to help fund the construction of Abington’s 
first new school building in over half a century! 


