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Abington School Committee 
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2,500 hours of analysis, investigation, and reporting 
by engineering, design, and educational team! 

Educational Program 

Visioning Program 

Building Evaluation 

Structural Evaluation 

Heating & Ventilation Evaluation 

Haz Mat Inspection & Report 

Phase 1 Environmental 
Assessment 

Plumbing Evaluation 

Electrical Evaluation 

Site Evaluation 

Comparison Matrix 

Costs Analysis 

Options Narratives 

Space Summary Spreadsheets 
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MSBA 

55-60% of project paid for by MSBA 
• Fiscally responsible 
• Educationally appropriate 
• Long-term solution for Abington 
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What has the Building Committee voted? 

• Approval of the submission of all of the Step One 
evaluation and analysis materials to MSBA for their 
review, along with a narrowed list of options (3 
options) that they would like to further evaluate in 
Step Two. 
 
• No specific building drawings or design at this point 
• No specific site drawings or design at this point 
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Frolio Middle School Building Evaluation 

• Building is an amazing testament to 
how long (~80 years) a facility can 
last if taken care of 
 

• All major building systems at end of 
useful life 

• Mechanical 
• Electrical 
• Plumbing 
• Windows 
• Roof 

 
• Even minimal work at this building 

will trigger: 
1. Full building code compliance 
2. Comprehensive accessibility 

(ADA) compliance 
3. Full energy code compliance 

 
• Building structure prohibits 

modifications/expansion 

1941 

Alaska becomes the 49th state; 
Hawaii becomes the 50th state 

1959 

Attack on Pearl Harbor; U.S. enters World War II 

1963 

President John F. Kennedy assassinated 

Bill Gates founded Microsoft 

1975 

Space Shutter Challenger disaster 

1986 

Frolio Middle School 
constructed in 1936 

1951 

Also in 1936… 

the Spanish Civil War 
begins 

First color TV broadcast by CBS 
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Frolio Middle School Building Evaluation 

• Classrooms are undersized and 
expansion is not practical 

• 675 SF classrooms existing vs. minimum 
acceptable of 850 SF classrooms 

• Security and safety are inadequate 
• Lacks many necessary educational 

program areas such as: 
• Technology application labs 
• Small group instruction rooms 
• Student presentation space 
• Special education support 
• Teacher planning, collaboration, 

and work areas 
• Large group instruction seminar 

space 
• 2-acre site lacks parking and sufficient 

areas for safe student arrival and 
departure 

• Inferior educational environment 
• Poor ventilation 
• Inadequate lighting 
• Inadequate educational 

technology 
• Basement level instructional 

space 
• Inadequate dining areas 
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Frolio Middle School Building Evaluation 

Base repair work: 

$10.2 million 
(no MSBA funding) 
 
• Asbestos removal 
• Handicap accessibility 

modifications 
• Code compliance 
• Windows 
• Roof 
• Plumbing 
• Heating and ventilation 
• Electrical 
• Fire protection modifications 

 
Does not include: 
• Any new space 
• Any new technology 
• Reconfigured classrooms 
• New finishes 



September 9, 2013 Abington Public Schools - Abington, MA 

Abington High School Building Evaluation 

• Building is in very good condition for 
being over 50-years-old 
 

• Many major building systems at end 
of useful life 

• Mechanical 
• Electrical 
• Plumbing 
• Roof 

 
• Even minimal work at this building 

will trigger: 
1. Full building code compliance 
2. Comprehensive accessibility 

(ADA) compliance 
3. Full energy code compliance 

 
• Building structure prohibits 

modifications/expansion 

Abington High School 
constructed in 1962 

1967 

Sears Tower opens in Chicago, becoming 
the World’s tallest building 

1969 

Neil Armstrong becomes the first man to 
walk on the moon 

1973 

IBM introduces the personal computer (PC) 

1977 

1981 

Super Bowl I takes place 

Elvis Presley dies 
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Abington High School Building Evaluation 

• Classrooms are undersized and expansion is 
not practical 

• 710 SF classrooms existing vs. minimum 
acceptable of 825 SF classrooms 

• Security and safety are inadequate 
• Lacks many necessary educational program 

areas such as: 
• Technology application labs 
• Group performance and presentation 

space 
• Modern music and art labs 
• Appropriate video production and 

broadcasting facilities 
• Modern science and engineering labs 
• Testing, tutorial, and small group 

instruction rooms 
• Interdisciplinary instruction 

opportunities 
• Appropriate health and fitness space 
• Teacher collaboration and work areas 
• Student exhibit space 

• Inferior educational environment 
• Poor lighting 
• Poor ventilation 
• Poor acoustics 
• Lack of modern technology 



September 9, 2013 Abington Public Schools - Abington, MA 

Abington High School Building Evaluation 

Base repair work: 

$11.9 million 
(no MSBA funding) 
 
• Asbestos removal 
• Handicap accessibility 

modifications 
• Code compliance 
• Windows 
• Roof 
• Plumbing 
• Heating and ventilation 
• Electrical 
• Fire protection modifications 

 
Does not include: 
• Any new space 
• Any new technology 
• Reconfigured classrooms 
• New finishes 
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41% OVER capacity! 

50% OVER capacity! 

Center School 

Beaver Brook 
Elementary School ov
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• More available 
acreage 
 

• All utilities 
available 
 

• Already cleared 
and graded 
 

• Already owned 
 

• Central location 

over 20 sites studied… 

High School Site = 
Best Site! 
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One of the Committee’s responsibilities 
was to select the most viable options for 

continued study. 

7/8 Middle School 
6-8 Middle School 
5-8 Middle School 
9-12 High School 

Renovation 
New Construction 

Renovation Expansion 

Co-Located 5-8 and 9-12 School 
Co-Located 6-8 and 9-12 School 

Co-Located 7/8 and 9-12 Schools 



September 9, 2013 Abington Public Schools - Abington, MA 

• Two schools located on the same site 
• Two separate entries/identities 
• Shared core facilities such as boiler plant, 

kitchen, receiving dock 

What is a Co-Located School? 

Advantages of a Co-Located School: 

• Lower costs 
• More efficient operational cost 
• Staffing efficiency 
• More academic/educational opportunities 
• Single project addressing facility, 

overcrowding, and educational needs 
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Option #1 
New 5-12 Co-located MS/HS with Pre-K 

on existing high school site  

• One of the lowest cost options for a long-term solution 
• Resolves all (PK-12) overcrowding in a single project 
• Improves educational environment for all students (PK-12) in 

a single project 
• Maximizes grant reimbursement from MSBA 
• Incorporates ALL educational goals and priorities 
• Preserves open space and community space 
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Option #1B 
Renovate/Expand existing high school for 
use as 5-12 Co-located MS/HS with Pre-K 

• Could potentially have most of the advantages of Option #1, 
but requires further study. 
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Option #6 
Construct new 5-8 middle school NOW 
Complete 9-12 project in the FUTURE 

• Completes only a middle school now 
• Delays facilities and educational needs for grades 9-12 
• Higher long-term costs 
• Less “eligible cost” MSBA reimbursement 
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        Total Costs  Costs to Abington 
Option 1        $  93.7 million         $41.6 million 
New 5-12 co-located schools on existing high school site 

Option 1B        $  96.4 million         $42.7 million 
Renovate/expand high school to create 5-12 co-located schools 

Option 6        $108.0 million         $83.2 million 
New 5-8 middle school (deal with high school in the future) 

Costs 

Options for Continued Study 
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What is included in the costs? 
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What is the Board of Selectmen and School Committee being 
asked to approve? 

• Approval of the submission of all of the Step One 
evaluation and analysis materials to MSBA for their 
review, along with a narrowed list of options (3 
options) that they would like to further evaluate in 
Step Two. 
 
• No specific building drawings or design at this point 
• No specific site drawings or design at this point 
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