
Town of Abington 
Board of Health Meeting 

Monday, May 5, 2014 
Buckley Room 

7:00pm 
 

Member’s present:  Bob Manning, Chairman, Linda Dickey, Susan Emery, Donna Hoffman, Sharon White, 
Health Agent 
 
 
Bob calls the meeting to order at 7:05pm 
 
Bob states that he would like to have all policies and procedures in place before the Jeffrey Coombs race 
event and all other temporary events concerning permits, fees etc… 
 
Reorganization 
 
Donna nominates Bob Manning 
Linda nominates Terry Maze 
 
Vote taken is 2-2 
 
Bob Manning relinquishes his vote making Terry Maze Chairman 
 
Bob nominates Donna Hoffman as Vice Chair 
Linda seconds 
Unanimous vote 
 
Sharon turns the meeting over to Donna 
 
Bob thanks the board members for their support over the years  
They also welcome Susan Emery to the Board 
 
Health Agent’s Report (see attached) 
 
Bob reminds the Board members of the special meeting with the Selectmen on May 12, 2014, for the 
capping of the landfill. 
 
Minutes 
 
Bob motions to approve the minutes of April 2, 2014 
Linda seconds 
Unanimous 
 
Dumpster Regulations 
 



Bob mentions that he has seen that some food establishments already have in place dumpsters on 
cement with enclosures.  Bob questions whether or not to have enclosures with store dumpsters along 
with residential units, 4 or more families. 
Sharon states that the Fire Dept dumpster regulations and the Board of Health should have separate 
regulations. The Fire Chief would like in the BOH regulations section 3.6 which indicates that holes in the 
dumpster be capped for fire water. Also, to add an emergency waiver for an immediate placement 
dumpster for home fires etc. 
 
Discussion on dumpster lids being opened. 
 
The Board agrees that section 3.6 and an emergency waiver should be added to the BOH regulations, 
section 5, Temporary Dumpsters and definitions. 
 
Discussion regarding the Fire Dept and the BOH having their own Dumpster Regulations.   
 
Bob speaks on the following: 
Operating a self enclosed dumpster there is no need for cages 
Food operation dumpster need to be on cement, stone or tar and be enclosed and gated 
Linda questions the schools and their dumpsters 
Bob states that the board needs to take that into consideration when voting on the dumpster 
regulations 
Bob proposes that the board establish this regulation would have a line that states Commercial Food 
Establishments or any establishment that sells, distributes or serves food they are required not only to 
have the dumpster off the soil, on cement, tar or stone, that those establishments are required to have 
their dumpsters enclosed in a fencing environment, and have those gates closed and that would include 
our schools.  Bob also emphasizes those residential properties with four or more families that their 
dumpsters must be on wheels or off the earth. 
 
Discussion 
 
Waiver discussion 
 
Bob would like to take a vote on the Dumpster Regulations at the next board meeting and asks the 
members to read the regulations again so the vote can be taken. 
 
Bob motions to adjourn 
Linda seconds 
Unanimous 
 
 
 
___________________________________   _______________________________ 
Bob Manning/Donna Hoffman, Vice-Chair   Mary DeRusha, Chief Clerk  
      
      
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


