Conservation Commission Minutes                                                                                    March 10, 2015



Conservation Commission
781-982-2100

March 9, 2015
Minutes
Buckley Room
7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Joe Feeney, Chairman,  Jerry Kelliher, Mike Noonan, Kathy Creighton
Absent:  Denis Bergin, Bill Stone, Russ Forsythe

7:00 p.m.   84-488, NOI, Borrego Solar, Karen Lane/Rockland Street.  Continued to March 23rd to be re-advertised and abutters to be re-notified due to improper notification for February 23, 2015 meeting.  

Request for Extension on 84-461, Griffin's Dairy, Town of Abington.     Request for extension brought up the possibility of growing corn.  Joe will check with DEP regarding that.   Board didn't have an issue with extension, but will check on corn.   Board will be emailed a copy of the NOI, Order of Conditions and minutes for reference
.
Motion to continue extension request to March 23 made by Kathy, seconded by  Mike, unanimous.  

RDA, Town of Abington, for the cleaning and restoration of historic bronze eagle sculpture and two bronze reliefs at the Memorial Arch at Island Grove, 200 Park Avenue.   Doug Ulwick, consultant for the Town to oversee this work, and President, Historical Society of Olde Abington  - this involves three pieces of bronze and they know what needs to be done.   Staging will be off concrete platform.  The eagle, soldier and sailor were installed in 1912, and haven't had any maintenance.  Daedalus was the only company to bid on this project, and it is very well-known for this type of work on vintage pieces. 

The bronze work has been severely oxidized over the years.  The process is three steps - clean, color, coat.  Cleaning is done with detergents and clear water power washing.  They protect concrete work behind it and under it, and are collecting anything they have to.   With the color process, they apply a torch to the metal and apply the color that way.   Doug showed examples of the cleaning and restoration process.  Coating is two part process, a clear acrylic coating which is sprayed on.  There  are three hazardous materials in it (zylene, methyl ethyl ketone and toluene), but any can of spray paint has nine.   If need be, they can apply it by hand without spraying, but their preference is to spray because they get a more even coat.  When the coloring is finished, they apply a wax coating polish by hand.  Process for coating is a day.   Doug will oversee the project.  They are requesting the RDA due to the limited scope of work and would like to do it without NOI.  Mike felt comfortable with RDA due to the way the Arch restoration project was conducted.   Kathy - wanted to make sure something would catch the spray during the process.  Doug - yes, they want to protect the Arch that was just restored.    Opened to floor, with no comments or questions.  

Motion by Kathy for negative determination #3, with condition that procedures be followed as presented, seconded by Jerry, unanimous.   Doug - they are planning an unveiling the weekend of June 13th & 14th, with Civil War encampment at Island Grove.    

Meeting with Panduka Dubare re 225 Brockton Avenue - Mr. Dubare did not attend the meeting.

RDA , Thuha Thi Vo, to install temporary fence and temporary seating for approximately two months.  Following the end of the event, the fence and seating will be removed from the site within one week after the event at 275 Chestnut Street, within 100' of the buffer zone.   Elliott Paturzo and Mr. Vo attended the meeting.   Elliott - they are looking for approval for installing temporary fence around the site and temporary seating on the most level part of the ground.  They aren't disturbing any of the land, no dredging or filling.   There will be drop off area, but no parking.   

Kathy asked about parking.  Mr. Vo - they still have to negotiate parking.  They are very happy to have this beautiful property.   They are going to ask the elementary school about parking for the event.   The event will be begin on May 21st.  The fence will be temporary, silt fence is on the plan.  Kathy - would like plantings done and brush removed before event.  

Motion to approve made by Jerry, seconded by Mike, unanimous - negative determination #3.  

NOI, 84-489, Gertrude Mills, Gertrude Mills Life Estate, 568 Linwood Street, Abington, to construct single family dwelling and site appurtenances and driveway with 2,550 s.f. wetlands filling at the rear of 568 Linwood Street.  John Cotter gave presentation,  green cards were submitted.  They are looking to construct single family house, creating driveway up the south southerly side of property, with wetlands crossing of approximately 2,550 s.f. to access the construction area.  Further to the west will  be replication area, 5100 s.f. or 2:1 ratio of replication to filling.   Area is a meadow where replication will go, and they will put wetland seed mix down once it's been excavated and graded.   They are putting up silt fence along the edge of driveway up to wetlands flag #11.  

They are also proposing to put a swale in around back of house to catch any of the water and into wetland area to insure they won't be doing any damage to the neighbor's property.   The amount of filling on the property will be negligible;  most of it will come from the excavation for the foundation and replication area.   Driveway will be 10' wide, and property will have sewer and water, that will come down under the driveway.   The lot raises from street to back.  There is an existing swale along the side of the property that does control a great deal of the southerly end of the property .   Grades are sloping perpendicular to north south.   They checked the Natural Heritage Wildlife Habitat map.  Kathy - wants replication plan.  John - area is grassed.  Mike - it's basically an old farm field, was familiar with area.  

Kathy - can't walk property at this point.  She would like to see it postponed for a month.   John - they would like to get it approved and put it up for sale.  They would like to get it sold for spring construction.   The seed mix is sprayed on, a wetlands mix.  Kathy - wants replication plan, what it's going to be dug down to; didn't think it could be done without a site walk, suggested continuing to April 13th.  Mike - bring back replication plan for next meeting, didn't want to hold them up for six weeks.   Joe - didn't want to hold them up, but didn't want to set precedent.  Kathy - wants to see the site, whole house would be in buffer zone.    Mike - replication area was an old field; they'll be putting in wetlands grass and plantings.   They'll be lucky if the snow melts in four weeks.  He wouldn't want to be held up that long if it was his house.  Joe agreed. 

Motion by Mike to have the applicant bring back replication plan and take vote on next meeting,  seconded by Jerry, unanimous.  

Correspondence: 
Mr. Dombrowski re 12 Temple Street appeal.
Mr. Kiernan re 12 Temple Street appeal.
Email from Board of Health re sewer main break on Vernon Street.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. made by Kathy, seconded by Mike, unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Hurst  
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