Conservation Commission Minutes	                                                                                    May 9, 2016	



CONSERVATION COMMISSION
781-982-2100

Minutes
May 9, 2016
Buckley Room
7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Mike Noonan, Jerry Kelliher, Joe Feeney, Russ Forsythe, Jim Tormey, Kathy Creighton
Absent:  Cliff Jacob

Request for Certificate of Compliance, #84-485, 899 Washington Street, Abington Investments, LLC.  John Cotter of the Russell Wheatley Co. went over the as-built and read the accompanying report which outlined the differences between the proposed plan and the as-built.   House is smaller that proposed footprint, and they added a porch at the front and a deck at the rear.  They did an as-built survey of the property, and he outlined the differences:  landscape trees have been added along the southern property line at the request of the abutter for privacy; a stone retaining wall was added on the north side of the property; a farmers porch was added to the front of the house in conformance with setback requirements; a 14' x 14' deck was added to the rear of the dwelling in conformance with setback requirements; a 9' long concrete retaining wall was added at the rear of the dwelling; in the rear yard a thin area of wood chips appears to have gone beyond the flagged wetlands line, but grading is unchanged; an area in the rear yard which had been flagged appears to have been disturbed during construction and was graded and seeded to its pre-existing condition.    John asked Glenn LaPointe about the last item, and was told that last winter a very large tree had come down and fell across the wetlands and had to go into the wetlands to remove the tree and restored the wetlands to its pre-existing condition as best they could.  

Kathy - this list of differences is longer than usual for a certificate of compliance.  The porch in the back looks like it's close to the 10' setback from the wetlands.  It went farther back than was anticipated.  John - it still gives the 10'.  When the tree fell down, he located the building and plotted it and recreated the wetlands line on the plan.  It is his opinion that it is still more than 10' away.  Retaining walls were pointed out.  There is a small one that comes out from the rear of the house and joins to the stones.  Kathy - the Commission should have been notified before anyone went in to the wetlands to remove the tree that had fallen.  John showed where the tree was and where it fell.  The area was seeded and graded, the silt fence is down.  

Kathy - there is a swale shown on both sides on original plan that she doesn't see on the as-built.   The grade is 103 around the building.  Mike - asked about the 99 contour.  Is the swale needed?  John - the grade isn't as severe there, so it's not needed as much.  Mike suggested going to take a look at it.  With all the rain that we've had over the past week, it would show if a swale is needed.  John - there is a purchase and sale on the house, due to pass at the end of the month.  Kathy would like the swales looked at.  The swales were for the benefit of the neighbors.  John - contours show that there is a wide swale in there, but is not as defined as it was previously shown.  Russ - there is fresh dirt and seed down that wasn't washed away.  Mike - there is a 10' drop from the street to the back of the property, so the water will flow towards the back on its own.  It is a natural swale.   If there was any erosion, you would see it right away with the rain we've had.  If there is no erosion and you don't see any ruts and the neighbors aren't complaining, you're fine.  Kathy - would hope that the comments are passed on to the contractor; she doesn't want to see this shopping list again.  Mike agreed.  Joe - a letter should be sent.  Kathy - communication on this one was poor and doesn't want it repeated.  Mike - can go out and take a look tomorrow morning.  

Motion by Joe to issue Certificate of Compliance pending site check, seconded by Jim, unanimous.    Mike and Russ are going to check on it.

Minutes - March 28, 2016 - motion to approve made by Russ, seconded by Kathy,  4 ayes, 2 abstentions (Mike, Joe).  .
April 11, 2016 - motion to approve made by Joe, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Building Permits - Jerry and Mike checked them and there were no Conservation issues.  

Correspondence: 
Planning Board  - notice of meeting
Letter from Mr. & Mrs. Powers re 237 Wyman Road.  Letter emailed to board when it came in.   DEP will look into this.  Conservation has no jurisdiction with superseding order and litigation.  
ZBA - agenda for May 12, 2016 meeting.
Notice on vegetation management plan

Kathy brought up 238 Chestnut Street - dirt piles brought there.  Board members will take a look.  Ask BOS if a permit for fill has been approved for this property.  

Rodney Powers asked to be recognized - re his letter.  Mike - the board has addressed this with DEP.   Mr. Powers was told by DEP it was the Conservation Commission.  Mike - because it was a superseding order of conditions, and the litigation they had, it isn't under the Commission.   We had an email from Greg DeCesare, DEP, that they would look into it.  They will have to deal with DEP.  The person who had done the superseding orders had retired.  Mike - as soon as we got the Powers' letter we contacted DEP to look into it.  Mrs. Powers - if they request certificate of compliance, would they have to go through DEP and would they be notified?  The town isn't required to send out notices for requests for certificates of compliance, but this one would have to be issued by DEP.  Mrs. Powers will contact DEP.

Motion to adjourn at 7:28 p.m..made by Joe, seconded by Russ, unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,


Nancy Hurst              
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