Conservation Commission Minutes                                                                                         July 25, 2016



CONSERVATION COMMISSION
781-982-2100

Minutes
July 25, 2016
Cotter Room
7:00 p.m.


Members Present:   Mike Noonan, Chair, Jerry Kelliher, Kathy Creighton, Jim Tormey, Cliff Jacob
Absent:  Joe Feeney, Russ Forsythe

NOI, Mass. Electric Company, 40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, to replace a circuit switcher to be installed on the existing steel structure within the substation; stage a trailer-mounted temporary mobile substation and install an H-frame transmission structure.  Additional fencing will also be installed south of the existing substation located in riverfront and the buffer zone to BLSF and BVW at 60 Charles Street, North Abington Substation #99.   John Thomas, TRC - National Grid is looking to replace circuit switcher within substation at 60 Charles Street, which is 50 years old.  They will bring in mobile substation so it can still function properly.  Work proposed is within 100' buffer zone and all within the 200' riverfront area.   Jim - this is typical procedure.  Location of trailer was pointed out.  Alternative analysis doesn't apply.  They are outside of resource area, proposing erosion control barriers.   Not triggering thresholds.  No storm water issues with this.  DEP # hasn't been issued yet.  Ad and green cards submitted.  

Opened to floor:
Bill Weaver, 335 Plymouth Street - have the board's concerns about working in buffer zone been met?  Yes - they are proposing erosion control measures around the whole area.  

Jim Dombrowski - question on buffer zone of BLSF - doesn't have a buffer zone, it has an elevation.  Mr. Thomas - it is in accordance with Abington bylaw.  
 
Closed to floor and back to table.  Motion by Kathy to accept the plans and if DEP # comes in without restrictions it will be approved at the next meeting.  If there are restrictions, they will come back on 8/8, seconded by Jim, unanimous.   

#84- 496, 380 North Avenue, Walsh Mechanical - A request was received for a  continuation to 8/8.  Motion to continue to 8/8/16 made by Kathy, seconded by Jerry, unanimous.

#84-497, 121 Randolph Street, Bay State Square, LLC - A request was received to continue to 9/26.  Motion to continue to 9/26 made by Kathy, seconded by Cliff, unanimous. 

Continued hearing, #84-498, Town of Abington, for the construction of three 6' x 20' wooden foot bridges for wetland crossings; construction of a 65' x 200' parking area; construction of two 6' wide gravel walking paths and mowing grass area to create two 150' x 300' soccer fields within the 100' buffer zone at 326 Plymouth Street.    Dori Jamieson, Asst. Town Manager attended.   Board discussion took place first.   John Cotter and Russell Wheatley provided revised plan for two soccer fields, 3 bridges to connect to foot paths to give access from parking lots from Plymouth Street and Pattison Street, which was reduced down to 13 spaces, with both lots  outside buffer zone.  They will be gravel parking areas, not increasing impervious areas on site.  Wetlands line is corrected on B line.  Shows entire flagging.  Cat o nine tails are shown on plans, removed from activity, but included.  A small wetland area on plan was taken from 2012 plan and note added. 

DEP issued file # and requested storm water report, which they did and water pollution prevention plan to go along with revised plan.  John Cotter talked with DEP and they said it was a local issue and  wasn't necessary for him to send a copy of the report.   Went through standards and it is more for a drainage system.    Intermittent streams flow in southerly direction towards Central Street and eventually to French's Stream.   

Detail sheet has gravel walking path, semi permanent in nature, excavating 6 inches by 6 feet wide and will replace with gravel to create path.  Siltation fence will be left up to protect wetlands.  Kathy - biggest change is parking area that was revised from 35 to 13 spaces on Pattison Street.  There will be siltation on both sides of walking paths.  Fields won't be graded, just cut.  There will be some top dressing.  Mike - the closest they would be to anyone would be at least 300' to the closest house on Plymouth Street from the first field on Pattison Street.  Kathy - orange fence around edge of wetlands had been mentioned previously.   John Cotter - they are proposing siltation fence instead.  Kathy wants to make sure it's maintained.   John Cotter - there is a maintenance plan on the detail sheet.  Kathy - brought up footbridges.   John Cotter  - showed detail.  There would be a small concrete pad at each end.  Has talked with DEP, and there are standards for river and stream crossings.  Footings are a couple of feet back from the bank.  He has talked to Greg DeCesare at DEP.  A sonar tube would be allowed in the middle if needed, according to Greg.  Bridge would be of wood.  

Opened up to floor:
Bill Weaver,  335 Plymouth Street - asked what John Cotter's credentials were.   John Cotter - has an associate's degree in civil engineering, 33 year's experience, attends DEP workshops annually.  Bill Weaver - are fields to be temporary?   Mike - this is just for conservation purposes.  That's up to town.  Bill Weaver - had the previously approved plans.  Mike - explained the reason for the changes.   Bill Weaver - if this is to be maintained by Park & Rec, this will be a burden on the tax payers.   Jim Tormey - Park & Rec will charge fees for usage.   Mike - Conservation doesn't have anything to do with that.  Order of Conditions will say that they are to be maintained.  How they are to be maintained will be up to the Town Manager.  Bill Weaver - didn't think silt fence would be adequate to keep kids out of wetlands.  Mike - that is up to parents.   Bill Weaver - concerned that kids would encroach on neighbors' property.  Realizes that wouldn't be Conservation's responsibility.  Who would keep people out of wetlands?  Mike - silt fence as of right now - black fabric fence with posts.  Bill Weaver -  bridges - how will they be brought in through the wetlands?  Mike - the intent was to set them down with a crane.  Kathy - they can be accessed through the upland side.  It can it be written into the conditions.  Mike - they will be protected, there are ways to do this.  Bill Weaver - they need to be sure and it needs to be written into it.  

Jim Dombrowski - two areas aren't delineated on plans -  A-1 and ditch, which is really an intermittent stream.  John Cotter explained about the area by Amoroso, which had been delineated in 2012 by Brooke Monroe.  When she went back to delineate this time, it was mowed and there was nothing to delineate.   A note was made on the plan.   It's close to house.  Jim Dombrowski - thought corner of field was practically within wetlands.  This plan 1" = 80' makes it difficult to determine how close you are to the wetlands.  He thought they were within the wetlands.  He showed aerial photograph he felt showed wetlands that had not been flagged.  Jim Tormey - the commission has a study by environmental scientists to go by.   Pinebrooke Consulting has provided information to the commission on how it was delineated and flagged.   Jim Dombrowski - disagreed with commission.   Kathy - in 2012 it was done by vegetation and now it's mowed. Can the field be set back a little?  John Cotter - it could be turned 10'.    

Jim Dombrowski - flagging was supposed to have been maintained from original filing.    Survey work had been done for this property when it was being considered for the senior center.  He had emailed it to Russ Wheatley.  He felt the elevations they were using were incorrect.   Had information on drainage system on Pattison Street.  An 18" pipe and 12" pipe and 24" culvert under Pattison Street.  

Frank Amoroso - there is flooding behind his building when it's wet.  If there are fields close to his property, there is a stream that builds up when it's wet.  Concerned about his property.  Doesn't want to get inundated.  Mike - nothing will be done but mowing, putting up silt fence and a couple of bridges.  There would be no changes in elevations.  it will be the same property as it is now.  Frank Amoroso - can be a first class park that everyone in Abington can use.  

Robert Taylor, 169 Charles Street - bridges and gravel will be put down, people will park wherever they want.  Flags were destroyed by people who mowed.  Are flags correct?   Mike - Pinebrooke Consulting was hired to do the flagging, who is a licensed botanist.  

Dori Jamieson - the BOS had taken a vote that this property be enjoyed by the residents of the town.  Once the area was mowed, it was perfect for soccer fields, walking paths and bridges to allow people to utilize and enjoy the entire property and the community gardens to be expanded.  The flags will be maintained.   They received a call from Mr. Hornstra who has offered to come and mow again at no cost to the town.  The DPW of the Town will maintain the fields and flags.   
Robert Taylor - fields are temporary.  Be realistic - it won't be temporary.  People have concerns who live there, traffic, water, etc.  Thirteen spots won't be enough.  Fields can be mowed and they can go back, everything else is permanent.  Where are all the people going to go with only 13 spots.  They will go in front of people's homes on Pattison Street, Charles and Plymouth.  Mike - that is outside the board's jurisdiction.  Conservation doesn't have control over where people park.   Robert Taylor - board has jurisdiction over drainage.  Mike - that is Planning Board.   Kathy - there is very little storm water generated by this.  There is no change.  It is the board's jurisdiction if it increases.  There is not a change here.   

Mike Franey - BOS has gone through OCPC to see what could be done at Griffin's.  They suggested fields at the Pattison Street side.  Due to construction of high school, fields are needed.  Pattison Street side was almost play ready.  Talked about trenches.  Talked to Vinnie Griffin shortly before he died and was told that French's Stream where it goes into Rockland is blocked and as a result it backs the water up.   Pattison Street parking would be for handicap and emergency access.  Bridges would be built gradually, probably one at a time.  Groups would take care of parking.   He hopes it's not appealed, but if it is, DEP will have to answer the questions.  

Robert Taylor - there was no opposition on originally proposed fields.   Mike Franey - there were issues with community gardens with original plan.   When the two sites were compared, it wasn't even close.  Pattison end is where the fields should go.   Would love to see walking trails out there.  

Mike Noonan - this is Conservation, and the board has given people a forum to ask a lot of other questions.  

Nadine Hill, 292 Plymouth Street. - re walking trails, are they going to be raised up - no.  John Cotter - silt fence will be on wetlands side.   Kathy suggested fence on both sides.  Mike - leave it as shown on plans.   Nadine was concerned with trash and people running through her yard.  Mike - soccer people are going to take care of it.  

Chris Walsh - this is a professional program, not day care.  Two age groups U10 and U12 would be using this.  He counted cars last fall and averaged 65-70, however, that was everybody and also included youth football.  Soccer only took about 40 spaces.  It's 16 weeks out of the year.  They don't play if it's too wet.   If it's not safe to play, they don't play.  

Robert Taylor - has supported youth soccer.  They aren't against the kids, but there shouldn't be fees.  Is concerned about parking.  Can they get away without parking on Pattison Street?  Mike N. - more for emergency vehicles.  Chris Walsh - those spaces are needed for emergency vehicles.  Last year they probably had four or five kids taken off the field by ambulance.  They have to have a level area to go in and out with a stretcher.     

Jim Dombrowski - re bridges - how wide are wetlands where bridges are going?   John Cotter -  they aren't altering wetlands, bridges are spanning wetlands.  The bridge will be 20'.  Will there be replication for bridges?  They won't be disturbing wetlands.   

Chris Walsh - re trash - they have volunteers that will pick up trash.   

Nadine Hill, 292 Plymouth Street - she is concerned about people going in there at night.  Mrs. Jamieson - contact the Selectmen's office with any concerns.  

John Hill -  walking paths - there will be sinking issues with gravel.  Wants to be sure that water problems in basements aren't worse than they are now.  He has had to pull people out that have gotten stuck out there.    

Mike N. - shutting off comments for conservation issues only.  

 Jim Dombrowski. - who will be in charge of compliance for Order of Conditions?  Town.   As far as security - there was security light out there before, it could be re-installed.   What are the correct elevations on Pattison Street?   John Cotter - didn't use elevations from McKenzie Engineering plans.  He used plans done by Whitman and Howard done in the 70's.   This plan is one foot higher than that plan because he used a different benchmark, but the contours are consistent.   Mike N. - these are the plans that the town presented, and these are the plans that the commission is going by.  

Robert Taylor - concerned about runoff.  Mike N. - drainage isn't changing; parking is going out to street.

Mike Franey - hopes commission approves this plan.

Mike N. - apologized for discussion getting heated.  Closed back to the table.   Cliff apologized for losing his patience.   Mr. Taylor - has respect for the board, but concerned with transparency.  Abutters have to live with it, concerned with runoff.   Mike N. - with plans in front of board, parking is outside the 100' buffer.  

Closed to audience.  Back to board.  Kathy - brought up portion by Amoroso.  Could they move field 10'?   John Cotter will move it and revise the plans.
   
Motion by Jerry to accept plans with the change of field to be moved 10', seconded by Kathy, unanimous.  

Minutes - motion to approve June 13, 2016 made by Jim, seconded by Jerry, 4 ayes, 1 abstention (Cliff).   

Order of Conditions 84-498:  A-1(0'),2,3,6, B2,4,7, D4, G1,2,3,4,5(25)6,7, H2,4,5,6(c,d,f,g),8,9, I-1, I-2a,c,d,e.  Special condition:  quarterly inspection of silt fence and wetland flags are to be maintained.     

Motion to adjourn at 9 p.m. made by Jim, seconded by Cliff, unanimous.  

Respectfully submitted,


Nancy Hurst
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