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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
781-982-2100

 
Minutes
December 8, 2014
7:00 p.m.
Buckley Room

Members Present:   Joe Feeney, Chairman, Denis Bergin, Kathy Creighton, Jerry Kelliher, Mike Noonan, Bill Stone, Russ Forsythe

Open Space update:  Joe will contact OCPC to find out time line.

Continued hearing, #84-486, NOI, 999 Adams Street, to expand existing facility construction of building and parking area and site utilities within the 100 foot buffer zone of a bordering vegetated wetland at 99 Adams Street.    Russ Wheatley requested continuation to January 12th meeting.  Applicants requested through Russ the subject of cutting trees within the 100' buffer zone.  Joe - didn't want board to set precedent.  Kathy wasn't comfortable with it.  Board agreed not to set precedent.  

Motion to continue to January 12, 2015 made by Denis, seconded by Kathy, unanimous.

Meeting with Russ Wheatley re 55 Ekstrom Circle.  Russ - lot is within 80' of wetlands.   There is a ridge that goes along the edge of the road between the road and the wetlands.  There is about a 3' difference in height from the road down.    The roadway would intercept all the runoff and the ridge that runs along the northerly side of Ekstrom Circle.  There are two catch basins in the roadway and they are proposing a silt fence along the property line to intercept any water that would enter the road and end up in the catch basins and eventually end up in the wetlands.  It's a unique location.  The activity on the house is completely isolated from the wetlands.  They are asking for an exception.  Jerry has been by there.   House is already there.  This would be for an addition.   Kathy and Denis felt they should file an RDA.   Siltation fence on the plan is fine.  There is a hardship issue with weather and so many people (four adults, one child) living in a small house.   They are hoping to get the foundation in as soon as possible.    Board discussed emergency certification with follow up RDA.    Mike Emery talked to Building Inspector who will let them go forward as soon as Conservation signs off.  

Motion to issue emergency certification  with silt fence to be installed as per plans and RDA to be filed   made by Denis, seconded by Mike, unanimous.     

Request for Certificate of Compliance, 84-483, 232 Ashland Street, Abington Investments LLC.   Russ Wheatley - submitted letter stating property was in compliance along with as-built plans.  

Motion by Kathy to issue Certificate of Compliance, seconded by Bill, unanimous.

Continued request for Certificate of Compliance, 84-439, 221 Chestnut Street, Carl Djusberg.    This had been continued for site walk.  Kathy - siltation barriers have de-graded and wanted it repaired.  Carl just re-did the bales on the slope.   Kathy just wanted to make sure that either silt fence or haybales were re-established.    Carl - bank will hold back money until the grass is seeded and comes in.  

Motion by Denis to issue Certificate of Compliance with the condition that the lot will be reseeded and the board is to be notified when that is done, seconded by Bill, unanimous.  
   
Request for Certificate of Compliance, 84-457, 109 Dale Street, Christopher Demars.  Applicant was not able to attend.  Motion by Kathy to postpone to January 12, 2015, seconded by Mike, unanimous.

Request for Certificate of Compliance, 84-54, 403 Bedford Street, Cape Cod Lumber.     Board reviewed file.  Motion to issue made by Mike, seconded by Russ, unanimous.

Meeting with School Building Committee engineers.   Richard Testa, Chairman, attended with designer from Pare and Mary Mahoney, project manager, who gave a brief overview.  Wetlands were pointed out on the plans.    They are proposing  to fill approximately 3,000 s.f. of wetlands.   They are looking at several different areas for replication.   They feel the stream is intermittent.  They are not in the FEMA floodplain, but are in the FPWPD.   They are looking to come before the board in April.  

Update on 275 Chestnut Street, 84-478.  Steven Bernstein and Elliott Paturzo attended.     Information was emailed to the board prior to the meeting.   They put together restoration packet.    The applicant understands that before any work is started on the Buddha event, the order of conditions must be taken care of, with the Board's recommendations.   Plan 1 has taken out the access road.   There is 41' from the top of the bank and the edge of the house.    There is a 24' wide path in order to drive in there and an 18' parking space.   They will pull the graveled area back and loam and seed the area, stabilize boulders.  They added the 100' buffer zone of the 100' setback of the water's edge and marked the high water line.  They surveyed and added topography on the plan.  There is a control structure that is owned by the town.  On the peninsula area, identified additional brush piles.    A restoration plan has been put together that takes care of everything.  

A narrative was also submitted - bank stabilization, upper buffer zone and existing vegetation.  They tried to evaluate what was cut, and what was out there as far as vegetation.  There was very little disturbance to the bank itself.  There were less than a dozen shrub species cut.  It didn't appear that any trees were cut along the bank itself.  They will put up erosion control measures.   They will seed the banks with a restoration mix, a 6' wide path around the peninsula area.  It was suggested that they plant shrubs.  John Saviello is their botanist.     Upper buffer zone - about 40 trees between 4-10 inch diameter were cut.  It was thought that this area would re-vegetate itself over time.   Existing vegetation - recommended taking the logs and spreading them on the edge halfway into the water line to promote habitat.   He also suggested adding some wood duck boxes.  Suggested taking debris and chipping it and spreading it.  

Joe - he has an order of conditions that nothing has been done with.  The board wants it back the way it was.    Board had wanted the brush piles taken out of there.   Mike - board had given him permission to chip it and use it as a ground cover.  Joe - when the board walked the site, it could see the freshly cut trees.   The applicant is ready to do whatever the board wants.  Mike - he wasn't supposed to use the left hand side.  He then blocked off the right hand side where the parking was supposed to be with boulders.  Order of conditions has not been followed; he did the opposite.    Denis - the board may need to get an expert to review this plan.  Elliott - he had told the applicant not to do anything until they got the plan done so everyone would be on the same page.   Joe - order of conditions needs to be amended.  Debris could be chipped on site.   Mike - chips would help with the erosion.      Board wanted curb or berm around parking around the house.   Steven - there had been a misunderstanding, and he wants everyone on the same page.   Mike - didn't want logs in water.  Kathy - wants revised replication plan and revised drawing.   Mike - they should come back one more time to amend order of conditions.  List series of events.   Next meeting is January 12.  Steven won't be there, but Elliott will be there.   They can start chipping the brush.  

Buddha event, May 2015 - Steven gave an update on the event.   The statue will go up on a ledge knoll and put up about 200 seats.  They are going to look into off street parking.  They will put up small tent for food.  They will put up temporary fence to keep people from going close to pond and silt sock or tube.   Statue will be outside of the buffer zone.   Chairs will be set up within buffer zone.  There will be no disturbance, other than erection of the temporary fence.    Joe - they will be taking gravel from the left hand side of building and move it to the right, so there would be some disturbance.   Jerry - they will have to go through several departments re safety issues.   Steven - they have written to Rick LaFond to go before the Selectmen.   Proposed parking is outside the buffer zone.  Denis  - feels a NOI is required.   Heavy equipment will be used for bringing in the jade Buddha.   They will use a fork lift to bring it in.   Steven - the building inspector will be involved with the project as far as the stage, Board of Health for food, police chief for traffic control, maybe the School Department for off-street parking.  Denis - NOI would provide advertising, notice to abutters.   Event will take place from May 24-June 24, 2015, with hours during the day.  Joe suggested they look into off-street parking before filing.  Mike suggested Stop & Shop parking lot in Holbrook.  

Correspondence:
· BOS re meeting on December 15, 2015 on Griffin's Dairy property
· Copies of appeal material submitted re 1212 Bedford Street from Vinnie D'Andrea
· DEP re Superseding Order, 12 Temple Street
· DEP re 5 Dale Street appeal
· National Grid - herbicide notification
· ZBA - January agenda

The next meeting is January 12, 2015.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Nancy Hurst
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