Conservation Commission Minutes                                                                                June 13, 2016


CONSERVATION COMMISSION
781-982-2100


Minutes
June 13, 2016
Buckley Room
7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Mike Noonan, Jerry Kelliher, Jim Tormey, Russ Forsythe, Kathy Creighton
Absent:  Cliff Jacob, Joe Feeney

NOI, 84-497, filed by Frank Bridgeman, Bay State Square, LLC, to construct 78 townhouse style residential condominium units with associated driveways, parking areas, storm water management system, and other amenities at 121 Randolph Street.  Mike - this property had gone through Conservation previously and been issued a building permit and was approved on 01/28/08 for two three-story residential buildings containing 105 units.  

Atty. Shawn Reilly started presentation for Frank Bridgeman and Tony Pusateri.  Also present is David Mackwell, Kelly Engineering.  Shawn gave brief background on property.  The last couple of years have been spent cleaning up the property, getting it ready for new construction.  It was a hazardous waste site from previous owner.  It was originally approved for 105 units for 55 and over and access was from Randolph Street.   Access on Greenwood Street was going to be for emergency access only and for snow storage and hammerhead turn-around.  Those elements still go forward in new plan.  The new plan is downsized - down to 78 units, and removed the 55 and over element, which restricted the pool of buyers.  There will be no more than two bedroom town houses and each will be sprinklered.  They have been to ZBA for revised permit which was approved and will need to go back to ZBA for special permit for PFWPD after Conservation and Planning Board review.  They are using areas where there was previous building.  Eighty percent of site will be green space.  They are hoping for sewer ban to be lifted.  They are mid-course with the Planning Board now.  They will bring any of the Planning Board comments to the Commission.

David Mackwell - project was previously approved in 2008.  They will be filing for a Certificate of Compliance for the old file number when this project is approved.  They will be working in three primary resource areas they will be working in - BVW, wetlands, which are isolated, river that runs through the building and the site, and riverfront area associated with that, so much of it will be redevelopment within the riverfront area; the third resource area is floodplain.

The primary access is at the front, with driveways through the middle.  They will have 208 parking spaces.  Each unit will have a garage.  

Storm water concept - there are two culverts through the existing foundation that will be reconstructed, and they will be fixing two culverts that cross the river in two locations with box culverts and use access to upland at the same location.  They are going to use best management practices for storm water management.   Using rain garden, subsurface chamber systems that will provide infiltration and detention - 6 infiltration systems.  It will have far greater flood storage on site than exists today.   They are proposing to fill a small isolated wetland that comes under the Abington Wetland Bylaw and will provide a new wetland area adjacent to and bordering a wetland that borders the river.  

Site contains floodplain and within the floodplain, the existing building acts as a hydraulic connection between two floodplain elevations.  Orange color on plan indicates fill area in the existing floodplain to accomplish the work they need to do, to gain access to the back of the site and another portion to get the storm water pond re-graded.  They will be lowering the grade in some areas, but it won't be a paved area, and they will be restoring it with vegetation.   The riverfront area - goes through the middle of the site, pointed out the 100' and 200' riverfront areas.  They are going to have a wetlands ecologist to give them planting plans to get these areas   
restored in a more natural state.  Anywhere they are disturbing the waterfront, they are giving back 2:1.  They think this plan works well going through all these different items.  They are working on comments from Beals and Thomas for the Planning Board.    

Shawn Reilly - one of the ideas from the Planning Board was to find a place to add an open area or walking paths through the 14 acres.  Because of the wetlands issues, they aren't sure about that.  They are looking for more sidewalks to connect areas.  Each townhouse has its own garage and driveway so they are trying to minimize the footprint and they have complied with the minimum number of parking spaces.  They actually have more spaces.  There may be some revisions from feedback from the Planning Board, but doesn't expect significant change.  Mike - they have a permit for the original plan that they could go forward with under the first DEP # - correct?  Shawn - they would have to go back to the ZBA to remove the 55 and over condition.  If that was agreed to, yes, they could go forward with 105 units.  Is it the same footprint if you put it over the old plan, or are they expanding it?   David Mackwell - it is slightly larger in a development footprint because they are going with single flat homes, rather than going up.

Kathy - asked when the original Orders expired.  It was extended to 2018.  It will be built out gradually.  Kathy - requested clean-up documentation.  Nover Armstrong is doing the work.  Mr. Bridgeman pointed out the only spot left of contamination, AUL will be removed completely.  

Jim - question on compensatory flood storage.  What is the distance from the abutters?  David pointed out the location.   Kathy - is there any written description of the compensatory storage?  David - they will contract with a wetland scientist for a protocol to give to the commission.  Areas that are adjacent to the building footprints will be lowered slightly, and will then be re-vegetated.  Compensatory storage elevation is between 128-129.   Kathy - requested the 100 year flood plain be added to the plan.  Rainfall data needs to be updated.  Delineation was done in 2006.  Their wetland scientist should submit a letter verifying that there haven't been any significant changes.  Flags are out there now.  Requested them to double check the criteria for wildlife habitat study and would like copies of the storm water review from the Planning Board and updated comments from Beals & Thomas.  There is 4% actual disturbance in the riverfront area, but not within the 100'.  

Open to floor with no comments.   Applicants requested to continue to July 25th which the board approved at 7 p.m.  

Continued hearing, NOI, 380 North Avenue, Walsh Mechanical Contractors, for construction of 35' x 125' addition, 26' x 60' addition, 15' x 40' loading dock, 40' x 60' roof overhang, 20' x 20' loading dock and construction of a filled wetlands area and replication of wetlands area at 380 North Avenue.   

An email was received from the Russell Wheatley Co. requesting a continuation to July 11th.  Motion to continue to July 11th at 7 p.m. made by Kathy, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Building permits/site visits:  Mike reviewed, no Conservation issues.  

Minutes - May 23, 2016 - motion to approve made by Jerry, seconded by Russ, unanimous.

Paul Crowley will have to go through the Planning Board regarding fill on Chestnut Street.

Jim brought up new high school - members will go over and check hay bales.

Motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. made by Jim, seconded by Jerry, unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,


Nancy Hurst
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