Conservation Commission Minutes                                                                                  August 22, 2016


CONSERVATION COMMISSION
781-982-2100


Minutes
August 22, 2016
Buckley Room
7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Mike Noonan, Chairman, Jerry Kelliher, Russ Forsythe, Kathy Creighton, Jim Tormey
Absent:  Joe Feeney, Cliff Jacob

NOI filed by Dorothy L. Santomarco, Tr., Leo Realty Trust, 362-364 Washington Street, E. Walpole, to cut trees, install retaining wall, fill lot 3 with 2,000 yards, at 6 Harvard Street within the buffer zone.   Norman Clapp, land surveyor, attended with Dorothy Santomarco, owner of Lot 3.  Mr. Clapp gave the presentation.   They want to fill Lot 3 for the future use of a single family lot.  They don't show a house on the lot at this time because there are other steps they still have to take.   The goal is to take existing fill on lots 1 and 2 and that would be the majority of the fill for lot 3.  They have a line flagged  by Walter Hewitson, and they are proposing a four foot concrete retaining wall out of large concrete blocks and will utilize the fill on lots 1 and 2.  There are no utilities or paving

Kathy - are they filling on Harvard?  Norman Clapp - a  little.  Kathy asked if road had gone through Zoning and Planning.   Mr. Clapp - it is an existing paper street; it will have to go to Planning Board.  Kathy - as part of Conservation filing, you need to file with other boards and committees before they come to Conservation.   Mr. Clapp - they simply wanted to fill the lot first, and get a head start.  Kathy - but they filed for a single family home.   This is a large amount of fill to be brought in and they are filling right up to the wetlands line.  Kathy - does the retaining wall conform to how far off it needs to be from the neighbor's property?   Mr. Clapp - the wall is not a structure.    Kathy - there is no detail on the retaining wall; no detail on the siltation barrier and with all the dirt going in there, she would like that.   Applicant was asked if they had filed for a fill permit yet.  No.   Kathy requested more information in the wetlands report , and storm water information.  She felt this filing was incomplete.  There should be certification on the fill.  

Jerry - how far away would the road be started time-wise.  Mr. Clapp - there are several issues -state is re-doing Route 18 and it would require Highland to be tied into the state.   Mike - lot is 13,000 s.f. lot in R-30 zone; didn't know if the board could approve these plans.  Mr. Clapp - this has always been an existing lot.   Mike suggested they start with Zoning.  Mr. Clapp - it's a non-conforming lot with single ownership.  It was suggested they get some direction from the Building Department.   Kathy and Mike - they would have to go to Selectmen for permission to bring in 2,000 yards of fill, which is 100 ten wheelers.  Mr. Clapp - the purpose of this is to get the hill graded.  Lots 1 & 2 have the fill, and that is more than 100' away from the wetlands.   Lot 3 is within the buffer zone, that is why they are here.  Russ - board doesn't know where fill came from on Lots 1 & 2.   Mike - there are concrete barriers up there which was filled illegally; not very comfortable with lot size, fill.  Lot 3 was bought from Mary Barrett.  

Kathy  - filing is incomplete and was leaning toward rejecting the filing.  There isn't enough information here.     Property was registered in Norfolk County and this is Plymouth County.  Mike - board can't accept the paperwork.  Not registered in Plymouth County, lot size isn't conforming, they haven't got permits to bring in the fill.  It is the consensus of the board that it would like them to come back with more information.

Mr. Clapp - the information  provided is for a simple request to fill as shown.   The board has an issue with a lot that is really not the board's issue; it is a building issue.  They will get a letter from the Building Department if that will make them feel better.   Kathy and Mike thought it would be the Planning Board because of the road.  Mr. Clapp - if the Building Inspector says it's a buildable lot, it's a buildable lot.  Mike - thought they would have to go to Zoning for a non-conforming lot.   Kathy - they haven't filed with any other board and the wetlands report is inadequate, they haven't dealt with the storm water, and the retaining wall may be a Zoning issue as well.  Mr. Clapp - storm water wouldn't be an issue because it's less than four lots.   Kathy - due to the nature of the amount of fill, storm water may apply.  Mike - did Ms. Santomarco buy all three lots?  No - she only owns Lot 3.   Ms. Santomarco is going to work together with the owner of Lots 1 & 2 to bring everything down.  It would be less expensive.   Kathy - subdivision hasn't been approved and the board doesn't have enough information.  Vinnie D'Andrea - soil certification had been previously submitted to the commission.

Mike - procedurally, they should get permission from the Selectmen to bring 2,000 yards of fill on to Lot 3, whether it's the next lot or not; they should find out if it's a buildable lot; apply to Planning Board for the road.   Kathy - house isn't on plan, grading not clear.    Russ seconded Kathy's motion to reject the filing.  Mr. Clapp requested discussion.  They will get the information requested and requested a continuation to September 26, 2016.    Kathy - the board will need Planning, Zoning, Selectmen, better wetlands report, detail of retaining wall, soil certification.  

Motion by Jerry to continue to September 26, seconded by Russ, unanimous. 

Opened to public:
 Mike Connolly, 54 Vineyard Road - wanted to know if he was on abutter's list.  Yes.    Wondered what the zoning setback should be for the wall.  Mike Noonan - the board would be concerned to see if it was within the 100' buffer.   Kathy - there would be a 10' no work zone from the wetlands.    

Ann Welch, 81 Highland Road - question on retaining wall.  Showed her where the retaining wall was in relation to her property.   She is not a direct abutter.   They will be taking fill from behind her property.    There was no approval to bring in the fill originally.  Mike - he would need permission to bring in the 2,000 yards of fill from the Selectmen.   

Mr. Pattison - Harvard Street is a private way.  

Ann Welch - asked when Ms. Santomarco bought the property.  Ms. Santomarco - a little over a year ago.  She is going to try to work out something with Mr. D'Andrea to build three houses there in the least expensive way they can do it.  

William Vongbandith, 77 Highland Road - dirt has been brought in illegally.  Wants approval from all boards before they do anything.   Mike - as far as he knows, everything that has been done up there has been stopped.   Fill that was brought in previously has nothing to do with this board.   There will be no other Conservation notifications for meetings.  

Vinnie D'Andrea - Lots 2 and 4 have been cleared.  There are no stop orders on those lots.   Mike - as far as Conservation is concerned, there are no cease and desist orders.   Mr. D'Andrea - the board investigated and all the accusations made by individuals were inappropriate.  Mike - there had been clearing near wetlands and the board looked into it.  Mr. D'Andrea - had brought up all the plans that have gone on up there and had the board sign for them.

This meeting is continued.               
   
Minutes - Motion to approve July 11, 2016 made by Russ, seconded by Jerry  , unanimous.  Motion to approve August 8, 2016 made by Kathy, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. made by Kathy, seconded by Jim, unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,


Nancy Hurst
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