Woton of Abington

500 GLINIEWICZ WAY
ABINGTON, MA 02351
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
781-982-2100

e

Minutes
March 13, 2014
Cotter Room
7:00 p.m,

Members Present: James Haney, Lisa Bezanson, John Shepard, Marshall Adams, Buildiag
Inspector/Zoning Enforcement Officer
Absent: William Mullen, Sean Reynolds

7:00 p.m. Motion to approve minutes for February 13, 2014 made by Mrs. Bezanson, seconded by M,
Shepard, unanimous.

7.10 p.m. Continued hearing, petition of Mario Sinani, 1 Hunt’s Pond Lane, Abington, for:
a special permit to have existing in-law apartment included under current owner’s name at
1 Hunt’s Pond Lane, under Abington Zoning By-Laws Sec. 175-32-1. The property is
located on Assessors Plan 13, Plot 93, in the R-30 Zone. Voting members: James Haney,
Lisa Bezanson, John Shepard.

Hearing had been continued from 2/13/14 due to conflicting information. Mr. Haney distributed
by-law referencing in-law apartments and a chart with degrees of kindred. Questions were
asked of the applicant. Date he closed on the property — November 30, 2012. Did seller
represent to him that it was legal two family or in-law apartment? It was presented as a single
family with in-law. His real estate agent and his attorney confirmed this at Town Hall. Did
seller or real estate agent disclose to him that the current occupant was family to the seller? No
— he didn’t have any conversation with the previous people who lived there. Board is only
considering this petition from November 30, 2012 forward. Did the tenant that stayed with the
house continue o pay Mr. Sinani rent? Was there someone there when he moved in? The whole
house was empty according to Mr. Sinani.  After he took possession of the house, he was
contacted by Marshall Adams — correct. He was contacted by him for the first time at the end of
2013, and was informed by Mr. Adams that he had received a complaint on an in-law apartment.
Mr. Haney asked for the date Mr. Adams contacted him. It was sometime in early December.
Mr. Adams made contact by mail; he made a phone call and came up to Town Hall. Mr. Adams
came twice to the property and spoke with Mr. Sinani’s father. Mr. Sinani came to Town Hall
several days after that and spoke with Mr. Adams.

The date on the ZBA application was January 15, 2014. Prior to January 15, 2014, had he
advertised to rent the apartment? No. His friends and family members sleep there, and there is
no rent. Doesn’t know why rent is being brought up here; it has nothing to do with rent. Had he
ever advertised the apartment for rent? Initially, he did, yes. He was then told by Mr. Adams
that you can’t have people who are not your family renting. After that, he applied for this and
currently has a cousin living there. Mr. Haney is trying to piece together the chronology. When
he bought the house, it was empty. Yes. Mr. Haney — no tenants paying him rent from
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November 30, 2012 forward. Mr. Sinani - no rent at all paid from the property. Mr. Haney - the
apartment is not rented today? No, it’s not rented. s there still an advertisement out there for it?
No, was taken off as soon as Marshall told him.

When he made the application, did Marshall show Mr. Sinani the by-law that applies to this
permit? He didn’t recall, but was told it could only be a family member in there. The whole
purpose of this is so that family members can live there; that is why he is here. By-law outlines
the conditions, what family is, who can live there and pay rent. Any family member can live
there as long it’s in the second degree of kindred.

Mr. Shepard — asked if his parents were living there now. Mr. Sinani — his parents are living
with him now, but not in the in-law. His cousin is living in the in-law now. Was told by
Marshall if there was someone living in the in-law not family, they would get kicked out. As far
as the future, his parents will be living there when he gets married.

Opened to floor: ,

Mr. Haney — he received a letter through Marshall from the residents. Marshall scanned and e-
mailed it to the Board. Mr. Haney read portions of the letter (attached). A copy was given to
Mr. Sinani who related that his attorney will be getting harassment charges as well as trespassing
charges on his neighbors because they have trespassed on his property and there is evidence of
that. Mr. Haney - it would be better to leave out anything dealing with his counsel; that is
between him and his attorney. The letter states tenants occupied space up to December 2013,
Mr. Sinani ~ they weren’t tenants, they were his friends. There was no rent. He has not met any
of his neighbors in 16 months; not one neighbor has come to him, but they all know who is
entering his house and who is sleeping there and who is not, but no one has introduced
themselves to him or expressed their concerns. Mr. Sinani thought the letter was illegal, with
inaccurate information; he will also take this to his attormey. Mr. Haney explained this is all a
public record. He is saying the people staying there since his occupancy have just been friends.
Yes. The information in the letter is incorrect.

Mrs. Nelligan, lives across the street — there were two women living there in the in-law; her
husband shoveled their driveway after he bought the house. She had introduced herself to Mr.
Sinani and his mother. She knows who comes and goes. He had shown the in-law apartment
before she called Marshall, prior to November 26", and those people are there now.

Abutter — there is a relative of the former owner who can attest that the in-law apartment has
remained rented out to people that his sister in-law was renting to. The couple stayed there after
he bought the home. The previous owner’s sister and her husband live across the street and
signed the letter. They are not looking to have a war in the neighborhood. This is a by-law that
the town has on the books. They are just looking to have it upheld so this type of situation
doesn’t continue. If they don’t say something, it will go on and on. It compromises the integrity
of the neighborhood.

Marshall Adams — he sent letter November 26, 2013, spoke with his father and brother on 12/23
and explained the in-law. He went inside; they said the father and brother were staying there.
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It’s Mario’s house, and he can have guests if he chooses. It was explained that if he wants to rent
to family, he should file for a special permit for in-law status. He filed.

Mr. Haney — after he was notified of a violation, he stopped and applied for a permit, which is
the process they are in right now. Board can’t speak to anything prior to his taking possession of
the property. He doesn’t know the veracity of whether someone was living there or not. He is
here today to move forward. Going into a close knit community is difficult. There is nothing in
the town by-laws keeping him from having friends, house guests. He can use his house as he
wishes as long as he complies with state, local ordinances.

Mr. Sinani - he has no issues with any of his neighbors. His cousins or family members are

living there. They are living with him. If he’s not safe in this environment.... What are they
thinking? Are they afraid of him when he hasn’t done anything to them. Mr. Haney —he is
here to do the right thing. Abutter — the neighbors want the right thing done also.  Abutter —
concerned about people going in there now, not the past. Mr, Haney — board isn’t going over
there asking for identification to figure if they are related to him or not. As long as he’s not

disturbing the peace, the federal, state or local law, he is entitled to do what he wants with his

property.

Brought back to the table. Abutter — with Mr. Sinani starts talking attorneys, trespassing, that’s a
little over the top. There is no violence or hostility there. MTr. Haney — he realizes he doesn’t
want any more added aggravation, but he doesn’t know if his money is best spent on attorneys
here. Mr. Sinani — feels neighbors are invading his privacy and going on his property. Mr.
Haney — having neighbors that are concerned is a good thing. Some level of interest and concern
by the neighbors should be welcome.

Mr. Shepard — knows where the neighbors are coming from, but the board’s job is to abide by the
law. They should go forward on the right foot. The board’s issue is that he abides by the town
laws, not any other issues. He felt it would be a good idea to get together and work on this.

Abutter — as far as watching what goes on at his house, they’re not doing that. They have had a
lot of 1ssues with house breaks a lot; someone broke into his house. There has been a lot going
ont down there. It has calmed down now. He has met with Chief Majenski and has been told
anytime they don’t recognize a car down there, call. They have a type of neighborhood watch
almost. Mr. Shepard — maybe he could help them. Mr. Sinani — he would be glad to help if they
need him, but would have wanted them to contact him person to person if they thought
something was wrong. Mr. Haney — hoped all them would be more involved. There are going to
be different cars in the neighborhood with new neighbors. Change is difficult. Neighbors feel
he’s not being truthful, so it’s hard to get off on a good foot when you know someone is lying,
Why is Mr. Sinani lying?  Mr. Haney — he is asking for a permit to try to make this right.
Closed back to the table.

Mr. Shepard — the board has the by-laws to go by; it is not the police. They can only decide if
this is an in-law or not.  Mrs. Bezanson — doesn’t see what the outcome would be if the board
denies this. Granting it is just legalizing it and he would be required to fill out the affidavit once
a year. If it is denied, there is no affidavit every year, and tax status is as single family. Mr.
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Shepard ~ this gives the town some control over location. Mrs. Bezanson didn’t see the value in
denying this. Mr. Haney suggested Mr. Sinani get along with the neighbors.

Motion by Lisa Bezanson to approve the petition, seconded by Mr. Shepard, unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,

f/;’éwx'j,«z Al f

Nancy Hukst



March-9, 2014

TO: Town of Abington Building Inspector and Zoning Board Members

A meeting took place on Thursday, February 13, 2014-where it was brought to the.attention of the
Zonmgzﬁ_ﬂard--theconcerns ofa-thez;n;eig;h:bprhoad;of-Hunt’s-:Pe.nd;ha_ne;:tha;t;;t_ihe-:snew@wner-:o,f:sl:Hun‘t&s
Pond Lane was in violation of Towrebylaws as to the manner in which anin-law apartment at said
address is being occupied,

Al-the meeting the current owner, Mr. Mario Sinani, adamantly denied that the property was beir
"rentediout” to non-family members but-was instead insistent the property was vacant since he
purchased the home and recently-became occupied by a "relative" to which he has signed an affidavit
stating same.

Let it beknown that:Mr. Sinani took possession of the property approximately one year ago with the in-
taw portion of the home occupied by atenant the previous owner was leasing the space to. Those
tenants:occupied the space until December 2013, at which time the apartment was vacated. andan
advertisement for the property "For Rent” was found on a real estate website {copy enclosed). Mr,
Sinani was.observed showing the property.on several occasions and shortly-thereafter the property
became occupied, once again. It is.apparent the new occupants are not relatives. of Mr. Sinani and the
residents of the neighborhood are concerned about this on-going situation, as there have been stieasts
o.t-h‘en~m,g;.3_-rgj:ate.d- oecupants.at this property since 2008,

The neighborhood was hoping, with the sale ofthe property to Nir. Sinani last year, that the situation of
misusing the in-| aw-apartmentwould be rectified, as;xhe.;fo;mer:ngzg;..alszgz_mi_sre_pnesented_zto-ﬁ:he_-"Eown
_that "relatives” were occupying the spaceswhen that was riot the case. Mr. Sinani's parents reside with
him in the main portion of the home.and:the neighborhood patiently waitedto see if they would ocoupy
the space once the other tenants vacated.

it would-appear that Mr. Sinaniis trying toprofit from the space; as did the former owner, with no
regard-for the bylaw of the Town. ‘

- Please know that this.a small, quiet, extremely “family-oriented” neighb_o_r.}hped that would like nothing
more than to see Mr. Sinani use the space:in the-manner for which it ,as.in‘ggr:}'t to create a.safe,
"family" setting. We are very concerned that thisis not the.case a e.0f enviconment the
renting.of this space creates is far from.safe or "family-friendly",

nd:




As residents of the Town of Abington-for more than twenty years, having built homes, raising children,
and being actively involved in the Town's.comm unity, it is extremely frustrating and disturbing that 3

bylaw exists to prevent the very situation-that js taking place at 1 Hunt's Pond Lane and no reg| way-of
upholding or enforcing this law.

It is NOT our intent to make things difficul: for Mr. Sinani. It is our intent to preserve the value of our
community and-we are seeking the support of the Town to help right a wrong,

Respectfuily,

Concerned Residents of ‘Hunt's Pond Lane
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