Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes                                                               June 9, 2016



ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
781-982-2100


Minutes
June 9, 2016
Cotter Room
6:40 p.m.

Members Present:  William Mullen, Chair, Richard Nigrelli, John Shepard, Marshall Adams, Building Commissioner/Zoning Enforcement Officer

6:40 p.m.  Minutes:  Motion by Mr. Nigrelli to approve April 14, 2016, seconded by Mr. Shepard, unanimous.   Motion by Mr. Nigrelli to approve May 12, 2016, seconded by Mr. Shepard, unanimous.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6:45 p.m.  Continued hearing, petition of Angel Simmons, 1200 Bedford Street, Abington, for a special permit for open lot storage of transportation vehicles at 1200 Bedford Street, under Abington Zoning By-Laws Sec. 175-21-H(2).   The property is located on Assessors Plan  64, Plot 81, in the Highway Commercial Zone.   Voting members:  William Mullen, Richard Nigrelli, John Shepard.

Charles Mouaga explained he is looking for three spaces behind the child care center.  Buses were removed from the side of the lot.  All the other buses have been removed.  Per their contract, if they need additional buses, they will be parked at adult care facility.  At the previous meeting a plot plan had been requested.  Spaces won't be marked.  Buses will just be stored back there.  Buses will be separated from kids.   Mr. Shepard - was concerned with safety of the kids.   Mr. Adams - he's concerned with proximity to kids, egress and fire hazard.  Mr. Mouaga - kids don't have access to the back area.   The distance from the building to where the buses would be would be 500'.  There is a fence there already.  Mr. Mullen - where the buses were was an eyesore.  Around the back is ok.  Once special permit is given for open lot storage, he wants to make sure it is in compliance.  Mr. Mouaga - you won't see them driving down Route 18.  Mr. Shepard - it could be conditioned.  Mr. Mullen - as long as they are in the back, he doesn't have a problem with that.  Mr. Adams - not wider than the width of the building, and only one row would give him enough room.  

Opened to floor:
Vinnie D'Andrea, 43 Highland Road - in favor.
Brian Reed, 26 Highland Road - as long as buses stay behind the house, and there aren't too many of them, he's fine with it.

Closed to floor and back to table.  Motion by Mr. Shepard to approve the petition with conditions that buses take up no more space than the width of the rear of the building and only take up one row at the rear of the building, seconded by Mr. Nigrelli, unanimous.       
6:55 p.m.  Petition of Wayne and Kathleen Ward, 79 Bellows Circle, Abington, for a 20' front setback variance and 14' rear setback variance, and variance relief for building closer than 10' to principle building at 79 Bellows Circle, under Abington Zoning By-Laws Sec. 175-29 and 175-26.   The property is located on Assessors Plan 40, Plot 76, in the R-30 Zone.   Voting members:  William Mullen, Richard Nigrelli, John Shepard.

Sewer advisory - petition has no bearing on the sewer system.  Mr. Ward gave presentation.  He would like to put on an attached two car garage on to the front of the house, 24' wide x 30' long.  He has two letters in support from his neighbors, the Murphys and the O'Briens.  They need more room.  At the back of the garage will be storage room 6' x 24' for yard equipment and there is an existing building he will use to work from home.  Garage would go on driveway.  House is non-conforming, and a corner lot.  Mr. Adams - this is pre-existing, non-conforming structure.  It is an R-30 zone and only contains 13,462 s.f., frontage setback, and rear setback are not conforming.  If the board wants to approve this, it would have to find that it is not more detrimental to the neighborhood and allow setback relief and relief for existing building to be closer than principle building.   Mr. Adams - if the auxiliary building was attached, the setback relief would change. 

Mr. Shepard - is usually a stickler, but has been through the neighborhood, and in his opinion, this is not an R-30 neighborhood.  The houses are on top of one another.  The lots are smaller, which makes it easier for him to grant relief.  Mr. Nigrelli - is there any living space with the addition?  Mr. Ward - the area shaded in blue will be a farmer's porch.  

Opened to floor with no comments and brought back to the table.  Mr. Mullen read the letters from the O'Briens and the Murphys in support.  The lot is undersized for an R-30, and at an odd orientation.  There is no other place for a garage.  

Motion by Mr. Shepard to approve the petition as per plans submitted by Russell Wheatley Co. dated 3/23/16, seconded by Mr. Nigrelli, unanimous.        

Select member to NAS Board of Appeals - John Shepard agreed to take on this position.  The Board of Selectmen will be acting on appointments on June 13rh.  

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m. made by Mr. Shepard, seconded by Mr. Nigrelli, unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,


Nancy Hurst 
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