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WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE 

ABINGTON TOWN MEETING 

Monday, June 22, 2020   7:00pm 

 
Amid all of the challenges of the new normal, we find ourselves at that time of year when we gather 
again as citizen legislators. The business of the town, specifically coming together to set the town on a 
path for success in FY 2021, does go on.  However, it’s safe to say we will gather in a manner that is 
significantly different than years past. With the safety of our voters and town officials as our guide posts, 
here is what you can expect on Monday, June 22nd when you arrive at the Abington Middle/High School. 

 
1. The State’s Emergency Orders prohibit social gatherings of more than 10 people, but given the fact that 

town governments must continue to provide needed community services, the Orders specifically exempt 

a town meeting from the ban on social gatherings. Each town, however, is expected to implement 

policies and procedures to protect the health of all voters, with the understanding and concern that 

some citizens may be unknowingly contagious while others may have private underlying health concerns 

which make them more susceptible to the contagion. 

2. The best available public health information indicates that the COVID-19 virus is extremely contagious, 

and it is therefore important to protect the health of all voters by utilizing protocols (a) to maintain safe 

social distancing within the school building, (b) to require the use of face coverings or masks, and (c) to 

use best efforts to minimize the amount of time spent with large groups within contained areas. 

3. Pursuant to the Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s written guidance issued on June 11th 

specifically regarding town meetings, if you are exhibiting symptoms such as a high temperature, cough, 

shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat or new loss of taste or smell, or if you have 

been knowingly exposed to the COVID-19 virus recently, please stay home and help limit the spread.  

Persons who are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 are also encouraged to stay home. 

4. The Board of Selectmen has voted to temporarily reduce our quorum requirement to 50 while the public 

health emergency is in effect, pursuant to a new state law enacted on June 5th. This law is intended to 

help towns start their town meetings promptly, minimize time spent in an enclosed area, and to further 

protect those in attendance; it does not limit the number of voters who can attend a town meeting. 

5. After you park your car, you will be directed by a safety official to the appropriate entrance door. Doors 

to the school will open at 6:30pm and we expect the Town Meeting to start promptly at 7:00pm.  Please 

give yourself enough time to check-in with the Town Clerk’s workers and to find a seat within the 

Auditorium. We will not be using the main Auditorium/Gym Lobby doors; instead, please follow the signs 

to the nearby entrance door (Door #18) located off the adjacent school cafeteria patio area.  All doors 

will be propped open so that you will not need to touch any door handles, and we will be asking voters to 

maintain social distancing at all times. 

6. As a courtesy and to protect and respect the health of other residents who wish to attend our Town 

Meeting, and pursuant to COVID-19 Order #31, all voters, volunteers and town officials are expected to 

wear a mask or face covering while in the school building. Board of Health members will distribute a 

mask to anyone in need. If you have a medical reason why you cannot wear a mask, please inform a 

Board of Health member who will be present outside the school entrance doors, and we will escort you 

to a seating area which is intended to limit potential exposure (which may be the school gymnasium). 

  



 

 

7. If you attend with family members with whom you reside, please stay together throughout the arrival 

and voter check-in process and as you enter the auditorium. Otherwise, enter individually, maintaining a 

safe distance from others. You must be a registered voter to attend town meeting (please, no children). 

Please abide by all signage and floor markings; please maintain safe social distancing by standing at least 

6 feet behind the person in front of you. 

8. A volunteer will direct you to one of the voter check-in tables. All voter check-in workers will have the 

entire voting list available, and therefore you can check-in with any available checker (which we hope will 

expedite the voter check-in process). 

9. After completing registration, a volunteer will direct you into the auditorium. As you exit the registration 

area, please be mindful of others who are entering and exiting. 

10. Upon entering the auditorium, a volunteer usher will help you select a seat. To practice social distancing 

and reduce risks to others, three (3) vacant seats and at least two (2) vacant rows must be kept between 

all voters (unavailable seating rows will be marked). However, members of the same household can 

request to sit next to each other; please see an usher. We will have room for approximately 70-80 voters 

in the auditorium; additional overflow seating will be available in the gymnasium where there will be an 

audio and video connection. 

11. Once seated, unfortunately we are required to ask that you remain seated for the duration of the 

meeting in order to maintain social distancing.  If you intend to ask a question, a wireless microphone will 

be brought to you. Microphones will be disinfected before and after every use. You are allowed to lower 

your mask while speaking, if you desire. 

12. The entire school will be closed to all residents with the exception of the entrance hallway, the lobby 

area and the auditorium. The gymnasium will be opened only if additional seating is required to maintain 

social distancing. School restrooms will be available and will be disinfected. 

13. At the conclusion of the meeting, the Moderator will dismiss attendees by seating sections via specific 

exit doorways in order to prevent crowding near exits. Upon dismissal, please be patient and exit as 

directed by the ushers to proceed to your vehicle. Please do not congregate in the hallway or outside the 

exit doors. Thank you in advance for your patience and cooperation. 

14. For those of you who choose not to attend our Town Meeting, we also intend to broadcast the Town 

Meeting live over local cable TV (Verizon 24 and Comcast 15) and to replay the taped meeting during the 

days following our June 22nd Town Meeting. 

 

By adhering to all of these precautions and moving about as directed by our public health and safety 
officials, we can all contribute to making our Town Meeting as safe as possible. At all times, please follow 
the directions of our public health and safety officials. We thank you for your anticipated cooperation, 
your shared concern for your fellow residents, and your desire to take an active part in the decisions 
which frame the future of our community. I have the fullest confidence that Abington will rise to this 
occasion and that our Town Meeting will be run safely, efficiently and effectively. Thank you. 

 

Shawn P. Reilly  
Town Moderator 


